FEDERAL 

REGISTER 


VOLUME  36  •  NUMBER  27 

Tuesday,  February  9, 1971  •  Washington,  D.C. 

PART  II 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 
INTERIOR 


National  Park  Service 


APPALACHIAN  NATIONAL 
SCENIC  TRAIL 


Proposed  Route 


267<> 


NOTICES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

National  Park  Service 

APPALACHIAN  NATIONAL  SCENIC 
TRAIL 

Proposed  Route 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  in  accordance 
with  section  7(a)  of  the  Act  of  Octo¬ 
ber  2,  1968  (82  Stat.  919;  16  U.S.C.  1241) 
of  selection  of  the  proposed  route  of  the 
Appalachian  National  Scenic  Trail.  The 
route  has  been  selected  with  full  con¬ 
sideration  to  minimizing  the  adverse 
effects  on  adjacent  landowners  or  users 
and  their  operations. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  notice  to  ap¬ 
prise  the  Federal,  State  and  local 
governmental  agencies,  private  organi¬ 
zations  and  any  landowners  and  land 
users  directly  involved  in  or  affected  by 
the  trail  route  location,  of  the  proposed 
selection  and  to  afford  them  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  provide  advice  and  assistance 
in  selection  of  the  route  as  provided  in 
section  7  of  the  Act.  Accordingly,  during 
a  period  of  60  days  following  publication 
of  this  notice  in  the  Federal  Register 
all  such  affected  parties  who  wish  to  offer 
comments  or  recommendations  with 
respect  to  the  proposed  route  may  do  so 
by  submitting  them  to  the  Director,  Na¬ 
tional  Park  Service,  Washington,  D.C. 
20240. 

Upon  expiration  of  the  above  60-day 
waiting  period,  and  after  evaluation  of 
any  comments  and  recommendations  re¬ 
ceived,  a  further  notice  will  be  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  which  will 
declare  the  official  trail  route  selection. 

Edward  A.  Hummel, 

Acting  Director, 
National  Park  Service. 

January  27, 1971. 

An  agreement  has  been  negotiated  with 
the  Forest  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  which  provides  guidelines 
or  criteria  for  determining  the  width  of 
the  right-of-way  for  approximately  780 
miles  of  Appalachian  Trail  route  within 
national  forests.  In  addition,  the  Federal 
and  State  agencies  administering  lands 
traversed  by  the  route  have  concurred  in 
the  proposed  locations,  as  have  the 
private  trail  organizations  which  assist 
in  the  operation,  development  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  portions  of  the  trail.  The 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Advisory 
Council  for  the  trail,  too,  has  endorsed 
the  proposed  route  selection. 

A  press  release  has  been  prepared  and 
distributed  to  newspapers  having  general 
and  local  distribution  in  communities 
and  areas  adjacent  to  the  trail  in  order 
to  give  further  notice  to  all  concerned 
that  selection  of  the  proposed  trail  is 
being  published  in  the  Federal  Register. 
To  enable  the  affected  agencies  and 
other  interested  parties  to  identify  the 
route  selection,  a  copy  of  this  notice  and 
detailed  maps  of  the  proposed  route 
location  have  been  placed  on  file  in  the 
Washington  Office  of  the  National  Park 
Service.  Interior  Building,  18th  and  C 


Streets  NW.,  Washington,  DC,  Room 
1210:  in  the  Northeast  Regional  Office 
of  the  National  Park  Service  at  143 
South  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA 
(from  the  south  boundary  of  Maryland 
northward) ;  and  in  the  Southeast  Re¬ 
gional  Office  of  that  Service  at  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Building,  400  North  Eighth  Street, 
Richmond.  VA  (from  the  north  boundary 
of  Virginia  southward).  The  detailed 
maps  have  also  been  furnished  each 
State  traversed  by  the  trail  and  they  are 
available  for  review  at  the  locations 
shown  below: 

Mr.  Joseph  E.  Hickey,  Jr.,  State  Planner,  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture  and  Natural  Re¬ 
sources,  State  Office  Building,  Room  129, 
Hartford,  CT  06115. 

State  of  Georgia.  Department  of  State  Parks, 
270  Washington  Street  SW.,  Atlanta,  GA 
30334. 

Mr.  Austin  H.  Wilkins,  Forest  Commissioner, 
Forestry  Department,  State  House,  Au¬ 
gusta,  ME  04330. 

Mr.  Spencer  P.  Ellis,  Director,  Department 
of  Forests  and  Parks,  State  Office  Building, 
Annapolis,  MD  21401. 

Mr.  Arthur  W.  Brownell,  Commissioner,  De¬ 
partment  of  Natural  Resources,  Leverett 
Saltonstall  Building,  19th  Floor,  100  Cam¬ 
bridge  Street.  Boston,  MA  02202. 

Director’s  Office,  Office  of  State  Planning, 
State  House  Annex,  Concord,  NH  03301. 
Labor  and  Industry  Building,  Room  806, 
Trenton,  NJ  08625. 

Mr.  Harold  J.  Dyer,  Deputy  Commissioner  of 
Parks  and  Recreation,  The  Campus,  Al¬ 
bany,  NY  12226. 

Division  of  State  Parks,  Department  of  Con¬ 
servation  and  Development,  Administration 
Building,  Room  200,  Raleigh,  NC  27611. 

Mr.  Conrad  B.  Lickel,  Director,  Bureau  of 
State  Parks,  601  Feller  Building,  301  Market 
Street.  Harrisburg,  PA  17101. 

State  of  TJennessee,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Development.  2611  West  End  Avenue, 
Nashville,  TN  37203. 

The  Hillside  Block,  Agency  of  Environmental 
(Conservation,  Court  Street,  Montpelier,  VT 
05602. 

Division  of  Parks,  Southern  States  Building, 
Room  501,  Seventh  and  Main  Streets, 
Richmond,  VA  23219. 

Office  of  the  Director.  Department  of  Natural 
Resources,  1800  Washington  Street  East, 
Charleston,  WV  25305. 

The  description  of  the  proposed  Ap¬ 
palachian  National  Scenic  Trail  route 
and  maps  depicting  that  route  follow: 

The  Appalachian  Trail 

Maine 

From  the  summit  cairn  on  Baxter 
Peak  of  Mount  Katahdin  in  Baxter 
State  Park,  the  Appalachian  Trail  leads 
west  across  the  Tableland,  descends  the 
Hunt  Spur,  crosses  Katahdin  Stream, 
passes  Daicey  Pond,  descends  to  the 
Penobscot  West  Branch,  and  leaves  Bax¬ 
ter  State  Park  at  9.65  miles  from  the 
start.  It  then  proceeds  east  for  a  short 
distance  along  the  river,  crosses  the  Abol 
Bridge,  continues  west  and  southwest 
across  Hurd  Brook,  passes  over  Rainbow 
Ledges,  and  proceeds  past  Rainbow, 
Nahmakanta,  and  Lower  Joe  Mary 
Lakes.  Tlie  Trail  follows  Cooper  Brook 
to  Crawford  Pond,  turns  south  to  the 
East  Branch  of  Pleasant  River,  follows 
the  river  west  some  6  miles,  then  crosses 
and  continues  southwest.  Before  reach¬ 


ing  Third  West  Branch  Pond  it  t’drn.s 
south,  traverses  White  Cap  Mountain, 
turns  west,  crosses  the  West  Branch  of 
Pleasant  River  near  The  Hermitage  and 
continues  south.  After  skirting  the  east 
end  of  Long  Pond  it  ascends  the  Barren - 
Chairback  Range. 

The  Trail  then  follows  Bodfish  Valley 
south,  crosses  Little  Wilson  Stream, 
turns  west,  crosses  the  stream  again,  and 
then  goes  south  to  Monson.  Here  it  turns 
west,  through  Blanchard,  over  Break¬ 
neck  Ridge,  by  Bald  Mountain  Pond, 
over  Moxie  Bald,  skirts  Moxie  Pond  via 
Joe’s  Hole,  continues  west  over  Pleasant 
Pond  Mountain,  and  reaches  the  Kenne¬ 
bec  River  at  Caratimk. 

Across  the  Kennebec,  the  Trail  con¬ 
tinues  west  to  Pierce  Pond,  then  south 
around  East  Cari-y  Pond  and  leads  west, 
skirting  West  Carry  Pond  and  the  south 
end  of  Flagstaff  Lake.  Ascending  Little 
Bigelow  Mountain,  it  continues  across 
the  crest  and  over  Mount  Bigelow.  At 
Horns  Pond  the  Trail  turns  south  and 
descends  to  the  highway  which  is  fol¬ 
lowed  south  for  a  short  distance.  The 
Trail  then  ascends  over  Moimt  Sugar- 
loaf  and  continues  southwestward 
across  Spaulding  and  Saddleback  Jr. 
Moimtains. 

Coming  off  Saddleback,  the  Trail 
crosses  Maine  Highway  4  approximately 
5  miles  south  of  Rangeley  Village,  skirts 
Long  Ponds  leads  southwesterly  by  Sab¬ 
bath  Day  Pond,  Four  Ponds  Stream,  fol¬ 
lows  the  summit  of  Bemis  Mountain. 

After  passing  along  the  lower  slope  of 
Elephant  Mountain  it  follows  the  East 
Branch  of  Black  Brook,  goes  through 
Sawyer  Notch,  passes  C  Pond,  follows 
Mountain  Brook  by  Surplus  Pond, 
crosses  the  West  Branch  of  Ellis  River 
and  continues  to  Frye  Brook. 

The  Trail  then  ascends  over  Little 
Baldpate  Mountain,  continues  over  East 
and  West  Peaks  of  Baldpate,  enters  the 
Grafton  Notch  State  Park,  and  descends 
into  Grafton  Notch.  The  Trail  follows 
the  highway  south  for  0.5  mile,  where  it 
again  turns  west,  ascending  steeply  Old 
Speck  Moimtain. 

From  the  summit  of  Old  Speck  there  is 
a  steep  descent  to  Speck  Pond.  The  Trail 
then  continues  southwesterly  through 
Mahoosuc  Notch  and  along  the  Mahoo- 
suc  Range  over  Fulling  Mill  and  Goose 
Eye  Mountains  to  Carlo  Col,  at  the 
Maine-New  Hampshire  line,  276.79  miles 
from  the  summit  cairn  on  Katahdin. 

New  Hampshire 

From  the  Maine-New  Hampshire 
border  in  the  Mahoosuc  Mountain  Range 
west  of  Carlo  Col  the  Appalachian  Trail 
continues  southwesterly  'over  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  Mount  Success,  passes  Gentian 
Pond  and  Moss  Ponds,  and  at  Dream 
Lake  leaves  the  ridge.  The  trail  then 
descends  southerlyt  along  Peabody  Brook 
to  the  Androscoggin  Valley  crossing  the 
Androscoggin  River  on  a  highway  bridge 
and  immediately  crosses  the  Canadian 
National  Railroad  and  U.S.  Route  2.  Here 
it  begins  the  ascent  out  of  the  Valley 
southerly  along  Rattle  River  entering  the 
White  Mountain  National  Forest  to 
reach  the  ridge  of  the  Carter-Moriah 
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Mountain  Range.  It  follows  southwest¬ 
erly  over  the  summits  of  Mount  Moriah, 
North  Carter  Mountain,  Mount  Lethe, 
Middle  and  South  Carter  Mountains  to 
Zeta  Pass.  It  then  ascends  and  crosses 
Mount  Right  and  Carter  Dome,  drops  to 
Carter  Notch  and  ascends  steeply  to 
Wildcat  Mountain,  crosses  its  several 
summits  and  descends  westerly  to  Pink- 
ham  Notch  crossing  New  Hampshire 
Highway  16.  The  Trail  then  goes  north¬ 
erly  crossing  the  Moimt  Washington 
Carriage  Road,  and  traverses  through 
and  along  the  perimeter  of  the  Great 
Gulf  Wilderness  to  the  summit  of  Mount 
Madison  of  the  Presidential  Range. 
Turning  south  and  continuing  generally 
along  the  west  boundary  of  the  Wilder¬ 
ness  the  Trail  descends  to  Madison  Hut, 
ascends  and  crosses  the  western  flank  of 
Moimt  Adams,  descends  to  Edmands  Col, 
ascends  and  crosses  the  eastern  flank  of 
Moimt  Jefferson,  the  western  flank  of 
Mount  Clay  and  leaves  the  Wilderness 
southern  boundary  at  the  edge  of  the 
Great  Gulf.  The  Trail  continues  south, 
crosses  the  Cog  Railway,  ascends  the 
cone  near  the  summit  of  Mount  Wash¬ 
ington  and  descends  southerly  to  the 
Lakes-of-the-Clouds.  Continuing  gen¬ 
erally  along  the  ridge  of  the  Presidential 
Range  the  Trail  goes  southerly  passing 
close  to  or  over  the  summits  of  Mount 
Monroe,  Mount  Franklin,  Mount  Eisen¬ 
hower,  Mount  Pierce,  Mount  Jackson, 
and  Mount  Webster  to  the  eastern  edge 
of  Crawford  Notch,  and  leaves  the  White 
Mountain  National  Forest  to  enter 
Crawford  Notch  State  Park.  It  follows 
and  then  descends  from  the  Webster 
Cliffs,  crosses  the  Saco  River  on  a  foot¬ 
bridge,  crosses  the  U.S.  Route  302  and 
ascends  uphill  to  Willey  House  Station. 
Then  going  northwesterly,  the  Trail  as¬ 
cends  the  western  face  of  the  Notch 
leaves  the  State  Park  and  reenters  the 
National  Forest  as  it  passes  south  of 
Mount  Willey  to  Ethan  Pond. 

It  then  continues  in  a  generally  west¬ 
erly  direction  through  Zealand  Notch, 
over  Zealand  Mountain,  along  Zealand 
Ridge,  over  Mount  (^yot,  along  the 
ridge  to  South  Twin  Mountain,  down  to 
Galehead,  along  the  ridge  to  Mount  Gar¬ 
field,  down  to  Garfield  Pond  and  along 
the  ridge  up  to  the  North  Peak,  and  then 
southerly  to  Mount  Lafayette.  The  Trail 
continues  south  along  the  Franconia 
Ridge,  over  Mount  Lincoln  and  Little 
Haystack  Mountain,  and  just  north  of 
Mount  Liberty:  turns  west:  and  descends 
past  Liberty  Spring:  enters  Fraiicouia 
Notch  State  Park:  and  descends  to  and 
crosses  U.S.  Route  3.  The  Trail  then  bears 
northwesterly  and  follows  Cascade 
Brook  up  to  Lonesome  Lake  where  it 
bears  west,  reenters  the  National  Forest 
and  ascends  to  North  Kinsman  Moun¬ 
tain.  Here  the  Trail  turns  south,  going 
over  South  Kinsman  Mountain,  descends 
to  a  powerline  and  passes  Mount  Wolf, 
then  descends  steeply  to  Kinsman  Notch 
where  it  passes  through  the  Society  for 
the  Protection  of  New  Hampshire  Forests 
i  Lost  River  Reservation,  and  crosses  New 
Hampshire  Highway  112.  Steeply  ascend¬ 
ing  southwesterly  along  Beaver  Brook  the 


Trail  enters  the  National  Forest  passes 
near  the  summits  of  Mount  Blue  and 
Mount  Moosilauke  and  then  descends  the 
southwest  side  of  Moosilauke,  leaves  the 
National  Forest,  descends  a  paved  road 
and  reaches  New  Hampshire  Highway  25 
in  the  village  of  Glencliff.  Turning  north¬ 
westerly  the  Trail  follows  the  abandoned 
Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  turns  south¬ 
westerly,  reenters  the  National  Forest, 
passes  Wachipauka  Pond,  leaves  the  Na¬ 
tional  Forest  (last  time)  at  its  western 
boundary  qpd  crosses  New  Hampshire 
Highway  25C.  Continuing  southwesterly 
the  Trail  passes  Lake  Armington  and  Up¬ 
per  Baker  Pond,  crosses  New  Hampshire 
Highway  25A,  ascends  to  the  summit  of 
Mount  Cube  passes  abandoned  Quin- 
town,  ascends  along  Mousley  Brook  to 
the  summit  of  Smarts  Mountain  and  de¬ 
scends  southwesterly  to  Lyme -Dorchester 
Road,  continuing  westerly  on  road. 
Ascends  Holts  Ledge  continuing  south¬ 
westerly  in  valley  between  Bear  Hill  and 
Holts  Ledge  to  and  crossing  Hewes  Brook 
Road.  Continues  up  north  face  of  Moose 
Mountain  and  drops  along  west  side  of 
Moose  Mountain  ridge  to  Trail  junction 
then  westerly  crosses  farm  country  and 
dirt  roads.  Crosses  a  ridge  and  then  fol¬ 
low's  hard-surface  Wheelock  Street 
through  Hanover,  New  Hampshire. 

Vermont 

The  Trail  crosses  the  Connecticut 
River  on  New'  Hampshire  Highway  120, 
entering  Vermont  where  a  hard-surface 
road  is  followed  westerly  until  the  Trail 
reenters  the  woods.  The  Trail  then 
crosses  a  ridge,  drops  to  Dothan  Brook, 
ascends  to  Griggs  Mountain,  descends  to 
and  follows  down  along  Podunk  Brook  to 
Vermont  Highway  14  to  West  Hartford. 
The  Trail  then  goes  westerly  over  Bunker 
Hill  through  the  woods  to  Thistle  Hill, 
descends  to  cross  a  ravine,  ascends  again 
passing  through  field  and  forest  to  cross 
the  Pomfret-South  Pomfret  Road,  passes 
the  southern  flank  of  Topman  Hill,  de¬ 
scends  to  cross  Barnard  Brook,  ascends 
and  crosses  the  ridge  of  Frazier  Hill  and 
descends  to  Vermont  Highway  12.  Con¬ 
tinuing  westerly  the  Trail  leaves  the  roll¬ 
ing  Connecticut  Valley  farmland  to  enter 
dense  mature  forest,  ascends  Woods 
Road  around  Cobb  Hill,  passes  near  the 
Lookout,  traverses  several  ridges  and  de¬ 
scends  to  the  old  Chatauguay  Road 
which  it  follows  down  to  and  crosses  the 
North  Branch  of  the  Ottauquechee  River. 
Then  ascends  to  the  ridge  and  de¬ 
scends  Stony  Brook,  crosses  a  ridge  and 
descends  to  River  Road.  Continuing 
westerly,  the  Trail  crosses  the  Ottauque¬ 
chee  River  on  bridge  and  ascends  over  a 
ridge  to  Kent  Pond  and  up  to  Vermont 
Highway  100.  Crossing  the  highway  the 
Trail  passes  through  the  Gifford  Woods 
State  Park  camping  area,  enters  the 
Green  Mountain  National  Forest,  ascends 
westerly  to  the  east  flank  of  Deer  Leap 
Mountain,  turns  south,  descends  and 
leaves  the  National  Forest  and  crosses 
U.S.  Route  4  at  Sherburne  Pass. 

The  Trail  then  begins  its  southerly 
route  following  the  contour  of  the  ridges 
of  the  Green  Mountains:  Ascending  the 


north  flank  of  Pico  Peak,  it  follows  the 
ridge,  passes  on  the  west  flank  of  Kil- 
lington  Peak,  and  the  east  flank  of  Little 
KilUngton  Peak:  descends  to,  crosses  and 
follows  Cold  River  to  the  North  Claren¬ 
don-North  Shrewsbury  Road.  It  crosses 
over  a  ridge  to  Beacon  Hill  and  descends 
to  and  crosses  Vermont  Highway  103  and 
the  Green  Mountain  Railroad.  The  Trail 
then  crosses  the  Clarendon  Gorge  of  the 
Mill  River  on  a  foot  bridge,  follows  a 
ridge,  passes  between  Bear  Mountain 
and  Button  Hill  and  descends  to  and 
crosses  Vermont  Route  140  where  the 
Trail  reenters  the  National  Forest.  Con¬ 
tinuing  south  the  Trail  crosses  two  dirt 
roads,  ascends  to  White  Rocks  Mountain, 
descends  and  crosses  Homer  Stone 
Brook,  ascends  to  Little  Rock  Pond,  and 
descends  to  and  crosses  Forest  Service 
Road  No.  10.  Continuing  southerly  the 
Trail  descends  to  and  crosses  Big  Branch 
on  a  foot  bridge,  ascends  to  Baker  Peak, 
descends  to  Griffith  Lake,  ascends  to  and 
follows  the  ridge  over  Peru  Peak  and 
Styles  Peak,  drops  to  Mad  Tom  Notch, 
ascends  to  Bromley  Mountain,  and 
descends  to  and  crosses  Vermont  High¬ 
ways  11  and  30.  Continuing  south  along 
the  ridge  east  of  Spruce  Peak  to  Prospect 
Rock  it  follows  along  a  plateau  area  past 
Bourne  Pond  and  Stratton  Pond  to 
descend  gradually  to  the  Arlington-West 
Wardsboro  Road.  Ci'ossing  the  Road  and 
then  southerly  along  the  ridge  the  Trail 
passes  Story  Spring  and  South  Alder 
Brook  passing  over  the  summit  of  Glas- 
tenbui-y  Mountain  and  descending  along 
Bolles  Brook  to  the  crossing  of  Vermont 
Highway  9.  Ascending  to  the  ridge  over 
Harmon  Hill,  descending  to  Stamford 
Stream,  ascending  along  the  stieam, 
passing  east  of  Sucker  Pond,  traversing 
the  ridge,  crossing  County  Road  and 
continuing  along  the  flat  ridge  to  the 
Vermont-Massachusetts  Border,  the 
Trail  leaves  the  National  Forest. 

Massachusetts 

Tlie  Trail  enters  the  Clarksburg  State 
Forest,  continues  south  along  the  ridge 
of  East  Mountain,  then  descends  into  the 
Hoosic  Valley  leaving  the  State  Forest 
and  entering  Blackington,  Mass.  The 
Trail  crosses  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail¬ 
road  and  Hoosic  River  on  a  foot  bridge, 
crosses  Massachusetts  Highway  2,  as¬ 
cends  from  the  Valley  to  the  Mount  Wil¬ 
liams  Reservoir  which  it  skirts  to  the 
west,  then  enters  the  Mount  Greylock 
State  Reservation  ascending  southerly  to 
the  north  flank  of  Prospect  Mountain 
where  it  turns  east  to  descend  and  cro.ss 
Notch  Road,  and  ascends  to  the  summit 
of  Mount  Williams.  The  Trail  then  goes 
southerly  along  the  ridge  passing  over 
Mount  Fitch,  Mount  Greylock,  Saddle 
Ball  Mountain,  and  Jones  Nose  where  it 
descends  to  and  follows  along  Kitchen 
Brook,  leaves  the  Reservation  by  a 
“woods  road”  which  turns  easterly  to 
cross  Massachusetts  Highway  8  at 
Cheshire,  Mass.  Continuing  easterly  on 
town  roads  the  Trail  crosses  the  Penn 
Central  Railroad  and  then  heads  south¬ 
erly,  skirts  west  of  the  Cobbles,  passes 
Gore  and  Anthony  Ponds  on  North 
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Mountain,  and  descends  into  Dalton, 
Mass.  Town  roads  are  followed  through 
the  town  crossing  Massachusetts  High¬ 
way  8,  passing  under  the  Penn  Central 
Railroad,  ascending  Grange  Hall  Road 
to  turn  southerly  and  ascends  on  to  a 
plateau.  The  Trail  passes  over  Tully 
Mountain  and  Warner  Hill;  enters  the 
Pittsfield  Watershed  Area;  crosses  Blotz 
Road:  traverses  upland  counti-y;  leaves 
the  Watershed  Area;  and  then  turns  west 
on  Beach  Road,  south  on  Pittsfield  Road 
to  Washington  Town  Hall  and  west  on 
Branch  Road  into  the  October  Mountain 
State  Forest.  The  Trail  continues  south¬ 
erly  through  the  Forest  going  over  Bald 
Top,  crosses  Coimty  Road,  skirts  Finerty 
Pond,  ascends  to  a  ridge,  passes  over 
Walling  and  Beckett  Mountains,  and 
then  descends,  to  and  crossing  U.S.  Route 
20,  Greenwater  Brook  and  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Turnpike  Toll  Road. 

The  Trail  then  bears  southwesterly, 
crosses  a  ridge,  passes  around  the  east 
end  of  Upper  Goose  Pond,  ascends  to, 
follows,  and  descends  from  a  ridge  to  the 
south  end  of  Goose  Pond.  Thence  fol¬ 
lowing  old  dirt  roads  traverses  another 
ridge,  descends  to  the  Tyringham  Val¬ 
ley,  follows  paved  roads  through  Tyring¬ 
ham,  crosses  the  valley  to  its  west  side, 
follow's  an  old  dirt  road  over  another 
ridge,  enters  Beartown  State  Forest,  and 
crosses  Beartown  Mountain  Road.  Going 
westerly  the  trail  crosses  East  Brook,  tra¬ 
verses  a  ridge,  crosses  Mount  Wilcox 
Road  and  ascends  to  Mount  Wilcox.  The 
Trail  then  turns  south,  recrosses  Mount 
Wilcox  Road,  passes  around  the  east  end 
of  Benedict  Pond,  leaves  the  State  For¬ 
est.  crosses  Blue  Hill  Road,  and  descends 
to  and  follows  Massachusetts  Highw'ay 
23  to  the  west  to  Monument  Valley  Road. 
The  Trail  then  begins  the  ascent  of  East 
Mountain,  enters  East  Mountain  State 
Forest,  traverses  upland,  leaves  the  For¬ 
est,  descends  to  and  crosses  Homes  Road, 
ascends  and  crosses  a  ridge  south  of  June 
Mountain,  and  descends  into  the  Housa- 
tonic  Valley.  A  series  of  roads  are  fol¬ 
lowed  across  the  Valley  as  the  Trail  goes 
westerly  following  Boarman  Street,  Kel¬ 
logg  Road  (cross  Housatonic  River) ,  U.S. 
Route  7,  Limekiln  Road  (cross  Penn  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad),  Bow  Wow  Road,  Curtis 
Road,  Massachusetts  Highway  41,  and 
Jug  End  Road.  Here  the  Trail  turns 
south,  ascends  Jug  End  and  gains  and 
follows  a  ridge  south  over  Mount  Bush- 
nell  entering  Mount  Everett  Reservation. 
Skirts  to  the  east  of  Moimt  Undine  and 
Guilder  Pond,  passes  over  Mount  Ever¬ 
ett,  leaves  the  Reservation,  goes  over 
Mount  Race,  and  then  descends  to  Plan¬ 
tain  Pond.  The  Trail  descends  south  past 
Bear  Rock  Falls,  turns  west  into  Sages 
Ravine  Brook,  then  turns  south  to  begin 
the  ascent  of  Bear  Mountain,  crosses  the 
Massachusetts-Connecticut  line  and  as¬ 
cends  to  the  summit  of  Bear  Mountain. 


Salisbury  Town  Forest,  continuing  east, 
crosses  abandoned  pasture  to  wooded  col 
on  slope  of  Prospect  Mountain.  The  Trail 
now  descends  southeast  to  Amesville 
where  town  roads  are  followed  through 
the  village,  where  Housatonic  River, 
Penn  Central  Railroad,  and  U.S.  Route 
7  are  crossed.  The  Trail  ascends  over 
Barrack  Mountain  to  Music  Mountain 
Road,  jogs  east  along  road  then  ascends 
through  Dean  Ravine.  The  Trail  re¬ 
crosses  Music  Mountain  Road,  enters 
Housatonic  State  Forest,  crosses  West 
Yelping  Hill  Road,  continues  southeast 
through  State  Forest,  crosses  Yelping 
Hill  Road,  descends  to  Connecticut 
Highway  4,  traversing  ridge  to  ski  area 
in  the  State  Forest  and  descends,  leav¬ 
ing  the  forest,  to  town  roads  southeast 
of  Cornwall.  It  then  follows  a  local  road 
south,  then  turns  west  and  ascends  slope 
of  Coltsfoot  Moimtain,  descends  through 
Dark  Entry  Ravine  to  U.S.  Route  7,  re¬ 
crosses  the  Housatonic  River,  follows 
Connecticut  Highway  4  and  a  local  dirt 
road  on  south  side  of  Breadloaf  Moun¬ 
tain,  turns  south,  crosses  a  ravine  and 
Connecticut  Highw'ay  4.  Trail  continues 
south  along  abandoned  roads  sometimes 
close  to  the  Housatonic  River.  The  Trail 
turns  west,  ascends  Caleb  Peak,  crosses 
Skiff  Mountain  Road,  continues  west, 
enters  Macedonia  Brook  State  Park, 
crosses  Fuller  Mountain  Road,  continues 
west  and  southw'est,  ascends  Cobble 
Mountain,  turns  south  traversing  hills 
of  the  State  Park,  and  leaving  the  park 
descends  to  Macedonia  Brook  Road. 
Then  the  Trail  jogs  right  along  the  road, 
turns  left,  crosses  ridge,  descends  to  and 
follows  Connecticut  Highway  341  to  the 
right  for  a  short  distance,  turns  left  on 
a  local  improved  road,  and  then  right, 
traversing  Mount  Algo.  Trail  crosses 
Thayer  Ravine  Brook,  and  ascends 
Schaghticoke  Mountain.  On  westerly 
slope  of  the  moimtain,  the  Trail  crosses 
the  Connecticut-New  York  State  line. 


the  north,  0.3  mile  from  the  Taconic 
Parkway,  continues  west  of  Canopus 
Lake,  then  goes  south  along  Canopus  ‘ 
Creek  to  a  point  south  of  Sunken  Mine 
Pond  where  it  turns  southwest  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  Moneyhole  Mountain.  The  Trail 
crosses  Moneyhold  Mountain,  leaves  the 
Park  and  descends  to  Nelson’s  Corners. 

It  then  proceeds  southw'esterly  to  the 
Catskill  Aqueduct,  follows  this  south  to 
Phillipse  Brook  Road,  goes  west  on  this 
for  about  0.6  mile,  then  goes  south  over 
Fort  Hill.  The  Trail  picks  up  a  secondary 
road  to  Cat  Rock  Road,  follows  Cat  Rock 
Road  for  about  0.4  mile,  turns  sharp 
west,  then  continues  southwesterly  over 
Canada  Hill,  north  of  Anthony’s  Nose, 
and  then  crosses  the  Hudson  on  the 
Bear  Mountain  Bridge.  The  Trail  enters 
Bear  Mountain-Harriman  Park  right 
after  it  crosses  the  Hudson.  It  passes 
the  Bear  Mountain  Inn,  goes  over  Bear 
Mountain  and  West  Mountain  crossing 
Palisades  Parkway,  continues  to  Seven 
Lakes  Drive  at  the  north  end  of  Lake 
Tiorati.  It  then  goes  southwest  along 
Fingerboard  Mountain,  then  west  over 
Surebridge  Mountain  and  passes  north 
of  Island  Pond.  It  then  goes  over  Green 
Pond  Mountain,  descends,  and  crosses 
over  the  New;  York  State  Thruway  at 
Arden  and  climbs  Arden  Mountain, 
where  it  leaves  Bear  Mountain-Han  iman 
Park.  The  Trail  then  continues  westerly, 
crosses  Orange  Turnpike,  goes  north  of 
Little  Dam  Pond,  over  Buchanan  Moun¬ 
tain,  and  climbs  Mombasha  High  Point. 
It  then  crosses  New  York  Highway  17A, 
slabs  the  east  side  of  Bellvale  Mountain, 
with  Greenw'ood  Lake  to  the  east,  and 
then  continues  southwest  entering  New- 
Jersey  on  Bearfort  Mountain. 

New  Jersey 


New  York 


Connecticut 


From  summit  of  Bear  Mountain  the 
Trail  descends  south  along  the  ridge,  as¬ 
cends  Lion  Head,  and  crosses  pasture  to 
Cobble  Road.  The  Trail  follows  Cobble 
Road  and  U.S.  Route  44  east,  enters 


The  Trail  enters  New  York  on  Schagti- 
coke  Mountain,  descends  to  Dogtail 
Corners,  and  continues  south  southwest 
over  an  outlet  from  Ellis  Pond.  It  crosses 
Ten  Mile  River  at  Webatuck,  crosses  New 
York  Highway  55,  and  proceeds  in  a 
southwesterly  direction  just  to  the  west  of 
a  marsh  on  the  west  shoulder  of  Leather 
Hill.  The  Trail  then  climbs  a  peak  in 
Hammersly  Ridge,  alternate  1053,  just 
west  of  Quaker  Lake  and  turns  sharply 
west  northw-est.  Crossing  State  Highway 
55  and  22  the  Trail  follows  a  county  road 
northwesterly  for  about  a  mile  then  turns 
west  to  a  point  about  a  mile  north  of 
Nuclear  Lake  where  it  turns  south  over 
a  hill  923  feet  high  to  West  Pawling.  It 
continues  southwesterly  along  the  east 
shoulder  of  Depot  Hill  then  swings  west 
across  N.Y,  Highway  52  and  over  Storm- 
ville  Moimtain.  Turning  southwest  again 
the  Trail  proceeds  just  west  of  the  height 
of  land  of  the  Hosner  Mountains,  crosses 
the  Taconic  State  Parkway  at  the  junc¬ 
tion  with  Miller  Hill  Road,  and  goes 
south  on  Shenandoah  Moimtain.  The 
Trail  enters  Fahnestock  State  Park  from 


The  Trail  enters  New  Jersey  at  Abram 
S.  Hewitt  State  Forest  and  passes  above 
Upper  Greenwood  Lake.  Proceeding 
westerly,  the  Trail  crosses  the  Warwick 
Turnpike  north  of  Parker  Lake  and 
enters  Wawayanda  State  Park.  It  slabs 
the  east  side  of  Wawayanda  Mountain 
descending  westerly,  reaching  Vernon 
Valley  and  continuing  west  on  Maple 
Grange  Road.  It  then  goes  northwesterly 
over  Pochuck  Mountain,  descends  and 
enters  New  York  State  at  Liberty 
Corners,  and  continues  northwesterly  on 
the  road  to  Unionville.  It  continues  west 
on  roads,  reenters  New  Jersey  near  Rock- 
port  continuing  through  Mount  Salem 
and  crossing  New  Jersey  Highway  519 
where  it  climbs  to  top  of  the  Kittatinny 
Ridge  at  the  High  Point  Memorial  State 
Park.  The  Trail  stays  on  the  highest  part 
of  the  ridge  and  passes  the  following 
points  of  importance:  New  Jersey  High¬ 
way  23,  Lake  Rutherford,  Sunrise  Moun¬ 
tain,  U.S.  Route  206  at  Culvers  Gap  and 
Culvers  Lake,  Lake  Kittatinny,  Brink 
Road,  Rattlesnake  Hill  (now  called  Para¬ 
dise  Hill)  and  Mount  Mohican.  It  passes 
Sunflsh  Pond  and  reaches  the  Delaware 
River  at  Dunnfield  Creek. 


Pennsylvania 


The  Appalachian  Trail  crosses  the 
Delaware  River  on  the  Interstate  80  high- 
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way  bridge  entering  Pennsylvania  and 
turning  left  following  a  Delaware  Water 
Gap  Village  street  passing  Lake  Lenape, 
reaching  the  crest  of  the  Blue  Mountain 
on  Mount  Minsl.  The  Trail  follows  the 
crest  of  the  ridge  traveling  west  crossing 
Totts,  Fox,  and  Wind  Gaps,  passes 
through  Pennsylvania  Game  Lands 
across  Smith  and  Little  Gaps,  leaves  the 
Game  Lands,  dips  down  into  the  Lehigh 
Gap,  and  crosses  the  Lehigh  River  on 
the  Pennsylvania  Highway  873  bridge. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  bridge  the  Trail 
ascends  the  Blue  Mountain  (crossing 
Lehigh  Furnace  Gap,  Bake  Oven  Knob, 
and  Pennsylvania  Highway  309)  follow¬ 
ing  the  crest  for  9  miles  where  the  Trail 
turns  sharp  left  (south)  descending  just 
east  of  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary  and 
goes  through  the  village  of  Eckville 
where  the  Trail  ascends  the  mountain. 

At  the  top  of  Blue  Mountain  it  turns 
east,  crosses  the  Pinnacle  Rocks,  then 
turns  south  around  the  Valley  Rim, 
descends  into  a  hollow,  passes  the  Ham¬ 
burg  Reservoir,  again  ascends  the  Blue 
Mountain,  crosses  over  to  the  north  side, 
and  descends  to  the  Schuylkill  Gap  in 
the  village  of  Port  Clinton.  After  passing 
through  the  village  and  crossing  the 
Schuylkill  River  it  turns  left,  and  as¬ 
cends  very  steeply  to  the  crest  of  the 
Blue  Moiuitain  where  it  enters  State 
Game  Lands,  follows  Trail  and  Game 
feeding  roads  to  Pennsylvania  Highway 
183,  which  is  followed  for  0.5  mile  and 
dips  into  Schubert  Gap,  and  after  2 
miles  more  leaves  Pennsylvania  Game 
Lands  going  around  the  Kessel  and 
reaching  Pennsylvania  Highway  501.  It 
follows  the  ridge,  crossing  Pennsylvania 
Highway  645,  continues  on  ridge  crest, 
and  descends  into  the  Swatara  Gap  leav¬ 
ing  Game  Lands  at  bottom  of  the 
mountain.  Crossing  the  Swatara  Creek 
on  iron  bridge,  it  then  crosses  under 
Interstate  81  while  following  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Highway  72,  and  turns  left  following 
secondary  roads  across  the  valley  to 
Ditzlers  Farm. 

It  enters  the  w’oods  of  Pennsylvania 
Game  Lands  from  Raush  Gap,  it  then 
continues  northwest  through  St.  An¬ 
thony’s  Wilderness  reaching  the  crest  of 
Stony  Mountain,  descends  to  Clarks  Val¬ 
ley,  and  crosses  Pennsylvania  Highway 
325  at  end  of  Game  Lands.  After  ascend¬ 
ing  Peters  Mountain  the  Trail  tm-ns  left 
(west)  following  the  ridgecrest.  crosses 
Pennsylvania  Highway  225,  then  follows 
ridge  to  end  and  descends  to  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  River  at  Clarks  Ferry.  The  Trail 
crosses  the  river  at  bridge  on  U.S. 
Routes  22  and  322  and  on  west  bank 
follows  High  Street  through  village  of 
Duncannon,  crosses  Sherman  Creek,  and 
ascends  Cove  Mountain  passing  Hawk 
Rocks.  It  then  follows  crest  of  Cove 
Mountain  to  Grier  Point  crossing  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Highway  850.  Then  it  ascends 
north  side  of  Blue  Mountain  to  Deans 
Gap.  After  descending  south  side  of  Blue 
Mountain  it  crosses  Pennsylvania  High¬ 
way  994  just  east  of  Donnellytown  and 
crosses  Conodoquinet  Creek  and  the 
Cumberland  Valley  using  secondary 
roads  and  trails  It  crosses  under  Inter¬ 


state  81,  U.S.  Route  11  west  of  New  Kings¬ 
town  and  over  Pennsylvania  Turnpike. 
Following  Old  Stone  House  Road,  it 
passes  through  Churchtown,  crosses  the 
railroad  at  Leidighs,  and  crosses  Yellow 
Breeches  Creek.  From  here  it  follow’s  the 
first  ridge  of  South  Mountain  and  goes 
aroimd  the  boundary  of  York  Y.M.C.A. 
Camp.  It  crosses  Whisky  Spring  Road, 
Rocky  Ridge,  and  Old  Town  Road  before 
descending  the  ridge  to  cross  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Highway  94.  Trail  cro.sses  Trent’s 
Hill,  Pennsylvania  Highway  34,  the  rail¬ 
road,  and  Hunters  Run  Road.  It  ascends 
to  Ridge  of  Piney  Mountain,  passing  Tag 
Run  Shelters,  then  follows  ridge  south¬ 
west  passes  Pole  Steeple  Trail,  descends 
to  Fuller  Lake,  and  reaches  Pennsylvania 
Highway  233  in  Pine  Grove  Furnace 
State  Park.  The  Trail  leaves  the  State 
Park  crossing  Pennsylvania  Highway  233 
and  reenters  Michaux  State  Forest.  It 
crosses  Camp  Michaux  on  the  abandoned 
Old  Shippensburg  Road.  It  ascends  to 
the  ridge  of  South  Mountain  and  passing 
through  the  Tumbling  Run  Game  Pre¬ 
serve  and  Caledonia  State  Park  and 
crosses  U.S.  Route  30  in  this  park.  It 
skirts  Old  Forge  State  Picnic  Grounds 
to  the  south  and  crosses  Pennsylvania 
Highway  16,  northeast  of  Penmar. 

Maryland 

In  Maryland  the  Trail  skirts  the  edge 
of  Penmar  through  the  Western  Mary¬ 
land  Railway  abandoned  park  and  tra¬ 
verses  the  Fort  Ritchie  Military  Installa¬ 
tion  on  Uie  road  to  the  High  Rock.  It  fol¬ 
lows  the  ridge  of  South  Mountain  con¬ 
tinuously  passing  through  Greenbrier 
State  Park  (at  U.S.  Route  40-  and  Inter¬ 
state  70),  Washington  Monument  State 
Park,  Turners  Gap  at  U.S.  Route  40A, 
and  Gathland  State  Park.  At  Weverton 
Bluff  the  Trail  bears  west  along  the 
towpath  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  National  Monument  and  crosses 
the  Potomac  River  over  the  Sandy  Hook 
Bridge  of  U.S,  Route  340. 

West  Virginia 

In  West  Virginia  the  Trail  ci’osses  the 
Harpers  Ferry  National  Historical  Park 
on  Loudoun  Heights  above  U.S.  Route 
340  and  follows  the  ridge  along  the  West 
Virginia-Virginia  State  line  to  Keys  Gap. 

Virginia 

The  Trail  follows  the  ridge  crest  and 
crosses  Virginia  Highway  7  at  Snickers 
Gap  just  west  of  Bluemont.  Most  of  the 
section  from  Virginia  Highway  7  to  U.S. 
Route  50  follows  Virginia  Highway  601 
passing  through  the  Mount  Weather 
Military  Installation  on  this  road.  South 
of  U.S.  Route  50  at  Ashby  Gap  the  Trail 
is  generally  just  west  of  the  Fauquier 
Coimty  line,  crossing  Virginia  Highway 
55  in  Linden  and  U.S.  Route  522  at  Ches¬ 
ter  Gap.  From  Chester  Gap  the  Trail 
goes  southwest  to  enter  Shenandoah  Na¬ 
tional  Park  and  ascends  to  the  ridge 
crossing  Skyline  Drive  at  Compton  Gap. 
For  96  miles  the  Trail  follows  the  ridge 
in  the  Park,  crossing  U.S.  Route  211 
and  Virginia  Highway  33  at  their  inter¬ 
sections  with  Skyline  Drive  and  with  oc¬ 
casional  additional  crossing  of  Skyline 


Drive.  South  of  Shenandoah  Park  the 
Trail  remains  on  the  ridge  and  then 
descends  to  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway 
crossing  Interstate  64  and  U.S.  Route  250 
at  Rockflsh  Gap.  The  Trail  then  ascends 
Elk  Mountain,  follows  along  a  ridge  crest 
to  the  Rocks  and  Humpback  Mountain, 
and  then  descends  to  Laurel  Springs  Gap 
where  it  touches  the  Blue  Ridge  Park¬ 
way.  After  passing  Devils  Knob  the  Trail 
descends  to  Reeds  Gap,  ascends  to  Three 
Ridges  where  it  goes  over  the  First  Knob 
south  of  Second  and  over  Third  Knob, 
and  descends  Harpers  Creek  to  the  ’^^  e 
River.  After  cros.sing  ’Tye  River  on  a 
bridge  the  Trail  follows  woods  steadily 
ascending  Cripple  Creek  and  crosses  the 
north  slope  of  the  Priest.  Then  it  follows 
ridge  crest  pa.st  Maintop  Mountain. 
Porters  Ridge,  Elk  Pond  Mountain  and 
Rocky  Mountain  where  Trail  descends 
to  Tar  Jacket  Ridge,  passes  over  Cole 
Mountain  and  Bald  Knob,  and  descends 
Brown  Mountain  Creek  to  Lynchburg  Re¬ 
servoir.  Passing  south  of  the  Reservoir  up 
Little  Irish  Creek  it  goes  over  Rice  Moun¬ 
tain  and  cross  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  to 
Punch  Bowl  Moimtain,  continues  over 
Bltiff  Mountain  following  ridge  crest  past 
Saltlog  and  Saddle  Gaps. 

It  then  crosses  on  the  south  side  of 
Big  Rocky  Row,  Little  Rocky  Row,  de¬ 
scends  Johns  Hollow  to  the  Confluence 
of  Coshan  Creek  and  James  River,  and 
crosses  the  James  River  on  U.S.  Route 
501.  The  Trail  turns  right  ascending  the 
slope  of  the  west  side  of  the  James  River 
gradually  curving  south  to  Marble 
Springs  on  the  ascent  to  Highcock  Knob. 
In  a  short  distance  the  Trail  descend‘d 
into  Petites  Gap  then  crosses  and  re- 
crosses  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  after 
which  it  circles  the  peak  of  Orchard 
Mountain,  the  highest  peak  in  the  area 
It  then  circles  the  headwaters  of  Corneli¬ 
us  Creek,  leads  across  Floyd  Mountain 
and  follows  the  crest  of  Bryant  Ridge 
imtil  it  drops  off  into  Jennings  Creek, 
then  ascends  to  the  crest  of  Cove  Moun¬ 
tain  toward  the  town  of  Buchanan,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  A  steady  ascent  around  the  head¬ 
waters  of  Bearwallow  Creek  brings  the 
’Trail  near  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  w'here 
the  Trail  and  the  Parkway  run  parallel 
for  a  few'  miles  due  to  the  extremely  nar¬ 
row  ridge.  The  Trail  then  crosses  Full- 
hardt  Knob  and  descends  to  the  valley 
where  U.S.  Route  11  and  U.S.  Route  220 
are  followed  for  a  short  distance  and 
underpassed  Interstate  81  prior  to  climb¬ 
ing  to  the  crest  of  Tinker  Mountain 
which  it  follows  around  Carvin  Cove  Lake 
to  the  crest  of  Catawba  Mountain  and 
over  McAfee  Knob.  Descending  it  crosse.s 
Catawba  Creek,  it  ascends  Cove  Moun¬ 
tain  to  the  northwest,  descends  north¬ 
west  along  Trout  Creek  and  cro.sses  Craig 
Creek  at  Webbs  Mills.  Tlien  it  ascends 
along  Turnpike  Creek  to  the  crest  of 
Sinking  Creek  Mountain  which  is  fol¬ 
lowed  for  about  10  miles.  After  crossing 
Virginia  Highway  42  the  'Trail  ascend.s 
Johns  Creek  Mountain  at  Kelly  Knob 
and  follows  the  ridgecrest  north  to  Rocky 
Gap  descending  and  crossing  Johns 
Creek.  'Then  it  ascends  to  Lone  Pike  Peak, 
turns  west  and  follows  the  crest  of  Potts 
Moimtain  and  Big  Mountain.  At  Bailey 
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Gap  it  descends  to  Interior.  After  cross¬ 
ing  White  Rock  Mountain  the  Trail  de¬ 
scends  into  the  Stony  Creek  Valley  before 
ascending  to  Peters  Mountain.  The  Trail 
then  follows  along  the  Virginia-West 
Virginia  border  for  nine  miles.  Before 
reaching  New  River  it  turns  south  and 
follows  Hemlock  Ridge  to  U.S.  Route  460 
bridge  over  New  River. 

This  highway  is  followed  for  about  1 
miles  before  turning  right  irtto  a  street  at 
the  edge  of  Pearisburg,  after  100  yards 
turn  right  into  Virginia  Highway  635 
and  then  *2  mile  left  into  woods  and 
start  steep  climb  up  Pearis  Mountain. 
Prom  Angels  Rest  following  southwest 
along  the  crest  of  Pearis  Mountain  the 
Trail  crosses  Sugar  Run  Gap  and  Sugar 
Run  Mountain  before  descending  into 
Dismal  Creek  Valley  and  Kimberling 
Creek  Valley.  It  crosses  through  Lick 
Skillet  Gap  to  the  village  of  Crandon, 
Va.  Here  the  Trail  crosses  Virginia  High¬ 
way  42  and  Walker  Creek  Valley  then 
ascends  steeply  to  the  crest  of  Walker 
Mountain  which  is  followed  southwest 
for  about  30  miles.  At  Redding  Gap  be¬ 
yond  Big  Walker  Piretower  the  Trail 
turns  left  and  descends  steeply  to  Reed 
Creek.  Then  it  ascends  and  follows  Little 
Brushy  Mountain,  and  descends  Davis 
Hollow  to  Interstate  81,  and  then  U.S. 
Route  11.  The  Trail  after  crossing  valley 
of  Holston  River  then  climbs  Glade 
Mountain  crossing  Locust  Mountain  to 
Brushy  Mountain  which  is  followed 
southwest  to  Teas.  After  crossing  Rye 
Valley  the  Trail  then  circles  summit  of 
High  Point  and  descends  to  Virginia 
Highway  16.  Then  it  traverses  the  north 
slope  of  Hurricane  Mountain.  Shortly 
after  reaching  crest  of  Hurricane  Moun¬ 
tain,  the  Trail  descends  to  the  south¬ 
east  and  crosses  Virginia  Highway  603. 
It  then  ascends  the  north  slope  of  Pine 
Mountain  to  Wilburn  Ridge.  The  Trail 
then  ascends  to  the  summit  of  Moimt 
Rogers  and  follows  Elk  Garden  Ridge. 
Prom  Elk  Garden  it  ascends  over  White- 
top  Mountain,  passes  Buzzard  Rock  and 
skirts  Beech  Mountain.  It  crosses  Green 
Cove,  Whitetop  and  Laurel  Creeks,  pass¬ 
ing  by  Taylor  Valley.  After  crossing  U.S. 
Route  58  it  ascends  to  Peathercamp 
Ridge,  before  dropping  into  the  town  of 
Damascus,  Va.  Prom  the  intersection  of 
U.S.  Route  58  and  Virginia  Highway  91 
the  Trail  follows  the  streets  through  Da¬ 
mascus  and  ascends  the  northeast  end 
of  Holston  Mountain.  About  2.5  miles 
from  the  junction  of  U.S.  Route  58  and 
Virginia  Highway  91  the  Trail  enters  the 
Purchase  Area  of  the  Jefferson  National 
Porest.  After  another  1.5  miles  the  Trail 
leaves  the  State  of  Virginia  and  enters 
Tennessee. 

Tennessee 

Continuing  into  Tennessee,  the  Trail 
follows  the  crest  of  Holston  Mountain 
sometimes  crossing  to  one  side  or  another 
of  the  crest  and  summits.  About  8  miles 
from  the  Virginia-Tennessee  State  line 
the  Trail  crosses  through  McQueen  Gap. 
Continuing  along  the  crest  of  Holston 
Mountain,  it  passes  by  McQueen  Knob 
Piretower,  passes  through  Double  Spring 
Gap,  goes  over  Locust  Pole  Knob,  and 


then  gradually  descends  to  Low  Gap 
where  U.S.  Route  421  crosses  Holston 
Mountain.  Here  the  Trail  continues 
southwest  generally  along  the  crest  of 
Holston  Moimtain  for  another  3  miles 
crossing  Locust  Knob  and  circling  north 
and  east  of  Rich  Knob.  In  the  gap  north¬ 
west  of  Rich  Knob  the  Appalachian  Trail 
leaves  the  crest  of  Holston  Mountain 
and  proceeds  south  to  southeasterly 
along  Cross  Mountain.  At  the  lowest 
point  on  Cross  Mountain  the  Trail 
crosses  Tennessee  Highway  91,  con¬ 
tinues  southeasterly  1  mile,  then  turns 
abruptly  southwest,  and  follows  the  crest 
of  Iron  Mountain  for  about  15  miles.  The 
Trail  passes  through  Turkeypen  Gap, 
then  continues  in  a  southwesterly  direc¬ 
tion.  About  15  Trail  miles  from  Tennes¬ 
see  Highway  91  the  Ti’ail  begins  a  steady 
descent  along  the  southwest  end  of  Iron 
Mountain.  One  mile  farther  it  reaches 
a  paved  access  road  which  leads  to  the 
Watauga  Dam  Visitor’s  Center.  Beyond 
the  Watauga  Dam  Road,  the  Trail 
ascends  southwesterly  to  a  summit,  de¬ 
scends  steeply  in  a  northwesterly  direc¬ 
tion,  and  follows  the  Watauga  Dam  ac¬ 
cess  road  to  the  highway  bridge  across 
Wilblir  Lake.  Immediately  beyond  Wilbur 
Lake  the  Trail  turns  left  and  ascends 
steeply  for  about  2  miles  to  the  summit  of 
Iron  Mountain.  It  continues  southwest¬ 
erly  along  the  crest  of  Iron  Mountain  for 
another  2.3  miles,  descends  the  south 
slope  to  Tennessee  Highway  67.  The  Trail 
crosses  the  highway  and  follows  Laurel 
Pork  upstream.  Por  the  next  2.5  miles 
the  Trail  follows  close  by  the  stream  bed 
passing  by  the  so-called  “Buckled  Rock.” 
Approximately  2.5  miles  from  Tennessee 
Highway  67  the  Trail  reaches  Laurel 
Palls  where  it  climbs  away  from  the 
stream  until  it  reaches  what  was  for¬ 
merly  a  logging  railroad  bed.  Pollowing 
the  railroad  bed  the  Trail  enters  Dennis 
Cove  ab6ut  3.5  miles  from  Tennessee 
Highway  67.  Then  it  ascends  south¬ 
westerly  along  Coon  Den  Branch  to  the 
crest  of  the  northwest  spur  of  White* 
Rocks  Moimtain  which  is  followed  to 
White  Rocks  Mountain  Piretower.  Be¬ 
yond  the  firetower  the  Trail  continues 
southeast,  but  gradually  more  easterly 
along  the  crest  of  White  Rocks  Moun¬ 
tain.  Passing  through  Moreland  Gap  it 
enters  the  Walnut  Mountain  Road  and 
continues  southeasterly  still  following 
the  crest  of  White  Rocks  Mountain.  After 
2  miles  the  Trail  turns  sharp  right  from 
the  Walnut  Mountain  Road  and  follows 
lesser  roads  and  trails  in  a  south  to 
southeasterly  direction  to  U.S.  Route 
19E  just  east  of  the  Tennessee-North 
Carolina  State  line. 

Tennessee-North  Carolina 

The  Tennessee-North  Carolina  State 
line  is  followed  in  general  all  the  way 
to  Doe  Knob  in  the  Smokies.  The  Trail 
ascends  to  the  summit  of  the  northern 
spur  of  Hump  Mountain  and  then  de¬ 
scends  southwesterly  to  Bradley  Gap. 
Beyond  Bradley  Gap  it  ascends  along  the 
east  slope  of  Little  Hump  Mountain,  and 
climbs  to  the  siunmit  of  Yellow  Mountain 
(showTi  on  some  maps  as  Little  Hump 


Mountain).  The  Trail  continues  south¬ 
west  to  the  jimction  of  Big  Yellow  Moun¬ 
tain  (sometimes  locally  known  as  Big 
Yellow  Bald).  Here  the  Trail  turns 
northwest  and  follows  along  the  crest 
and  the  Tennessee-North  Carolina  State 
line  to  Yellow  Mountain  Gap.  Prom 
Yellow  Mountain  Gap  the  Trail  ascends 
westerly,  then  descends  in  a  south  to 
southwesterly  direction.  After  passing 
through  Buckeye  Gap  the  Trail  ascends 
to  the  summit  of  Elk  Hollow  Ridge  and 
continues  westerly  along  the  main  ridge- 
crest  still  following  the  Tennessee-North 
Carolina  State  line.  After  ascending 
about  1  mile  it  goes  around  the  northern 
slope  of  Grassy  Ridge  Bald:  passes  over 
Jane  Bald,  through  Engine  Gap,  over 
Round  Bald;  and  descends  to  Carver  Gap 
through  which  passes  Tennessee  High¬ 
way  143  or  North  Carolina  Highway  261. 
Prom  Carvers  Gap  the  Trail  zigzags  up 
the  slope  of  Roan  rfigh  Knob  passing  to 
the  north  of  the  summit.  Beyond  Coltens 
Cliff  the  Trail  leaves  the  summit  of  Roan 
Mountain  and  descends  northward  along 
the  state  line  passing  through  Ash  Gap 
and  over  Beartown  Mountain  and 
Hughes  Gap,  Prom  Hughes  Gap  the 
Trail  ascends  north  to  the  summit  of 
Little  Rock  Knob  where  the  Trail  turns 
westward  and  generally  descends  follow¬ 
ing  the  ridge  crest  and  the  State  line. 
At  7  miles  from  Hughes  Gap  the  Trail 
swings  southwesterly  and  descends  to 
Iron  Mountain  Gap  through  wliich 
Highway  107-North  Carolina  Highway 
226  passes.  Prom  Iron  Mountain  Gap  the 
Trail  ascends  to  the  southwest  along  the 
State  line  ridge  crest  passing  over  the 
summit  of  Little  Bald  Knob. 

It  then  descends  to  the  northwest 
passing  south  of  Piney  Ball  and  descends 
to  Cherry  Gap.  Prom  Cherry  Gap  the 
Trail  follows  the  main  State  line  ridge- 
crest  southwesterly  and  then  goes  west 
to  Low  Gap.  Beyond  Low  Gap  the  Trail 
ascends  on  the  north  slope  of  Unaka 
Mountain  until  it  reaches  and  follows 
Porest  Service  Unaka  Mountain  Road.  At 
Pleasant  Garden  it  begins  a  descent  to 
the  southwest  to  Deep  Gap  (shown  as 
Beauty  Spot  Gap  on  Geodetic  Survey 
Maps),  passes  over  Beauty  Spot,  de¬ 
scends  to  Indian  Grave  Gap  and  2  miles 
beyond  Indian  Grave  Gap  leaves  the 
crest  and  begins  its  descent  to  the 
Nolichucky  River  via  Curley  Maple  Gap 
and  Jones  Branch.  Tlie  Nolichucky  River 
is  crossed  on  an  old  concrete  highway 
bridge.  Prom  the  west  side  of  the  bridge 
the  Trail  ascends  to  the  west  and  then 
south  along  Cliff  Ridge.  Cliff  Ridge 
merges  with  Temple  Ridge  which  the 
Trail  follows  to  the  southwest  to  a  point 
a  short  distance  below  Temple  Hill  Pire¬ 
tower.  Prom  this  pKiint  the  Trail  descends 
southeasterly  to  Temple  Hill  Gap.  Be¬ 
yond  Temple  Hill  Gap  the  Trail  proceeds 
to  the  east  and  southeast  maintainLag  a 
nearly  constant  elevation  around  the 
north  and  east  side  of  ]^o  Business  Knob. 
At  Devils  Creek  Gap  the  Trail  crosses 
the  State  line  from  Tennessee  into  North 
Carolina  and  ascends  to  the  east  and 
then  descends  to  the  south  to  reach  U.S. 
Route  19W  east  of  Spivey  Gap.  At  Spivey 
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Gap  the  Trail  crosses  U.S.  Route  19\V 
traversing  Bald  Mountain.  Reaching  and 
climbing  Little  Bald  Mountain  the  Trail 
passes  through  a  treeless  sag  known  as 
“Big  Stamp.”  Beyond  the  summit  of  Big 
Bald  it  descends  westward  to  Low  Gap,  • 
Street  Gap  and  Sams  Gap  crossing  U.S. 
Route  23.  After  crossing  U.S.  Route  23 
the  Trail  turns  right  and  ascends  High 
Rock  Knob  continuing  to  Rice  Creek 
Gap. 

Then  ascending  the  Ridgecrest  is  fol¬ 
lowed  to  Sugarloaf  Gap  where  the  Trail 
descends  to  Laural  Branch,  Boone  Cove 
Gap,  and  Devil  Fork  Gap.  From  Devil 
Fork  Gap  the  Trail  skirts  the  left  side  of 
Flint  Mountain,  crosses  the  ridgeline  into 
Tennessee,  and  reenters  North  Carolina 
at  Flint  Gap.  Ascending  northward  the 
Trail  crosses  briefly  again  into  Tennessee 
as  it  skirts  right  of  the  summit  of  Green 
Ridge  Knob  and  then  stays  in  North 
Carolina  close  to  the  crest  passing  left 
of  Gravel  Knob  and  over  Big  Butt.  Here 
the  Trail  turns  southwestward  along  the 
Tennessee  side  to  Chestnut  Log  Gap, 
follows  closely  the  State  line  crest  over 
Bald  Moimtain  to  the  Phillips  Hollow 
Trail,  and  goes  along  the  Tennessee  side 
into  Bearwallow  Gap.  From  this  Gap  the 
Trail  skirts  the  North  Carolina  slope 
below  the  State  line  crest  at  Jones 
Meadow,  circles  the  south  side  of  Camp 
Creek  Bald  summit  and  rejoins  the  State 
line  just  beyond  on  Seng  Ridge.  The 
Trail  descends  close  to  the  State  line  and 
crosses  Allen  Gap  at  the  junction  of 
North  Carolina  Highway  208-Tennessee 
Highway  70.  Continuing  along  the  State 
line  the  Trail  ascends  to  Buzzard  Roost 
Ridge,  passes  through  Deep  Gap  and 
over  Spring  Mountain  into  Hurricane 
Gap  where  a  Forest  Service  road  from 
both  States  joins.  Proceeding  to  Rich 
Mountain,  the  Trail  leaves  the  State  line 
for  16  miles  descending  Roundtop  Ridge 
to  the  French  Broad  River  and  Hot 
Springs,  N.C.  Here  the  Trail  follows  U.S. 
Routes  70  and  25  through  Hot  Springs 
for  0.25  mile  and  ascends  the  west  bank 
of  North  Carolina  Highway  209  to  the 
French  Broad  Ranger  Headquarters  of 
the  National  Forest  in  North  Carolina. 
The  Trail  ascends  Deer  Park  Mountain 
through  Taylor  Hollow  Gap  and  into 
Garenflo  Gap.  Ascending  from  Garenflo 
Gap  the  Trail  passes  over  Bluff  Moun¬ 
tain  and  around  the  south  slope  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  Bluff,  rejoins  the  State  line  and 
crosses  briefly  into  Cocke  County,  Tenn., 

I  just  before  coming  into  Kale  Gap  and 
crossing  back  to  North  Carolina.  A  0.5 
mile  further  the  Trail  loops  into  Tennes¬ 
see  over  the  summit  of  Walnut  Mountain 
and  returns  to  the  State  line  at  Lemon 
Gap. 

Here  the  Trail  crosses  a  gravel  road 
(from  Del  Rio,  Tenn.,  to  Waynesville, 
N.C.),  follows  Rich  Mountain,  then 
passes  to  the  north  of  Max  Patch  sum¬ 
mit.  Generally  following  the  State  line 
crest  the  Trail  passes  through  Brown 
Gap,  ascends  Harmon  Den  Mountain, 
drops  into  Deep  (Ground  Hog  Creek) 
Gap,  and  crosses  Wildcat  Top  and  the 
West  Peak  of  Snowbird  Mountain.  At 
Spani.sh  Oak  Gap  the  Trail  turns  sharp 


left  from  the  State  line,  descends  by  a 
wide  loop  near  the  head  of  Painter 
Creek  in  North  Carolina,  then  swings 
westward  to  cross  into  Tennessee,  and 
descend  into  the  Waterville  School 
Road,  crossing  the  road  and  following 
300  yards  above  it.  The  Trail  rejoins  the 
road  to  pass  under  Interstate  40  and 
then  over  the  Big  Pigeon  River  on  the 
road  bridge  1  mile  downstream  from 
the  North  Carolina  State  line  at  Water¬ 
ville.  From  south  end  of  Browns  Bridge 
across  Big  Pigeon  River,  1  mile  west  of 
Tennessee-North  Carolina  line,  the  Trail 
traverses  privately  owned  land  for  1.5 
miles,  going  south  along  the  right  (east) 
bank  of  Tobes  Creek,  Crossing  State 
Line  Branch  the  Trail  turns  east  along 
State  Line  Branch  for  0.5  mile,  and 
goes  north  to  ridge  crest  which  it  fol¬ 
lows  east  and  then  south  to  Davenport 
Gap,  After  crossing  North  Carolina 
Highway  284  in  Davenport  Gap  the  Trail 
traverses  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
National  Park  for  some  68  miles.  For 
the  first  60  miles  the  Trail  closely  fol¬ 
lows  the  crest  of  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  in  a  southwesterly  direction 
(which  is  the  State  line  between  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  North  Carolina)  sometimes 
in  one  State  or  the  other  and  often  di¬ 
rectly  on  the  State  line.  From  Daven¬ 
port  Gap  the  Trail  reaches  the  crest  at 
a  point  0.5  mile  west  of  Mount  Cam- 
merer,  then  crosses  a  spur  on  Tennessee 
side  of  Sunup  Knob,  crosses  crest  of 
Rocky  Face  Mountain,  and  traverses 
Low  Gap.  From  Low  Gap  the  Trail  tra¬ 
verses  North  Carolina  slope  of  Cosby 
Knob  and  Tennessee  side  of  Ross 
Knob,  goes  through  Camel  Gap  and 
around  Tennessee  side  of  Camel  Hump 
Knob,  traverses  North  Carolina  side  of 
Inadu  Knob,  goes  through  Yellow  Creek 
Gap  and  Deer  Creek  Gap,  crosses  Pin¬ 
nacle  Lead  (a  spur  off  Old  Black) ,  tra¬ 
verses  Tennessee  slope  of  Moimt  Guyot 
and  crosses  Guyot  Spur  entering  on  the 
Tennessee  side  of  the  Research  Reserva¬ 
tion  (Wilderness  Area) . 

The  Trail  continues  around  Tennes¬ 
see  side  of  Tri-Corner  Knob  (North  Car¬ 
olina  side  of  Research  Reservation  be¬ 
gins  here) ,  goes  through  Big  Cove  Gap, 
traverses  North  Carolina  slope  of  Mount 
Chapman,  goes  through  Chapman  Gap, 
crosses  summit  of  Mount  Sequoyah,  goes 
through  Copper  Gap,  crosses  Eagle 
Rocks,  goes  around  North  Carolina  side 
of  Pecks  Corner  (intersection  of  Hughes 
Ridge  and  State  line — North  Carolina 
side  of  Research  Reservation  ends  here) . 
It  crosses  Woolly  Tops  Lead  (Tennes¬ 
see  side  of  Research  Reservation  ends 
here),  passes  around  Tennessee  side  of 
Laurel  Top,  and  goes  through  False 
Gap.  The  Trail  then  crosses  crest  of 
Porters  Mountain  on  Tennessee  side, 
passes  through  Porters  Gap,  continues 
along  the  Sawteeth,  goes  around  Ten¬ 
nessee  end  of  Richland  Mountain,  goes 
through  Dry  Sluice  Gap,  goes  around 
Tennessee  side  of  Charlies  Bunion,  tra¬ 
verses  North  Carolina  slope  of  Mount 
Kephart,  and  continues  to  Newfound 
Gap,  where  U.S.  Route  441  is  crossed. 
From  Newfound  Gap  the  Trail  crosses 


Mount  Mingus  Ridge,  passes  tiirough 
Indian  Gap  and  Little  Indian  Gap, 
crosses  summit  of  Mount  Collins,  passes 
through  Collins  Gap,  and  crosses  sum¬ 
mits  of  Mount  ^Love  and  Clingmans 
Dome.  From  Clingmans  Dome  the  Trail 
crosses  Mount  Buckley,  passes  through 
Double  Springs  Gap,  crosses  Jenkins 
Knob,  continues  along  “The  Narrows” 
and  reaches  the  summit  of  Silers  Bald 
From  Silers  Bald  the  Trail  passes 
through  Buckeye  Gap,  crosses  North 
Carolina  side  of  Cold  Spring  Knob, 
crosses  Hemlock  Knob,  traverses  slope 
of  Momit  Davis,  passes  through  Sams 
Gap,  crosses  Derrick  Knob  and  Chest¬ 
nut  Bald,  goes  through  Sugar  Tree  Gap 
and  Starkey  Gap,  traverses  North  Car¬ 
olina  slope  of  Brier  Knob  near  the  sum¬ 
mit,  passes  through  Mineral  Gap  and 
Beechnut  Gap,  and  crosses  summit  of 
Thunder  head.  From  Thunderhead  the 
Trail  crosses  Rocky  Top,  Spence  Field, 
and  Mount  Squires:  passes  through  Ma¬ 
ple  Sugar  Gap  and  McCampbell  Gap, 
traverses  North  Carolina  side  of  Mc¬ 
Campbell  Knob  and  Russell  Field,  and 
passes  through  Little  Abrams  Gap  and 
Big  Abrams  Gap  after  reaching  the  crest 
of  Locust  Knob  it  crosses  Devils  Tater 
Patch,  passes  through  Ekaneetlee  Gap, 
goes  around  North  Carolina  side  ol 
Powell  Knob;  passes  through  Mud  Gap 
and  reaches  summit  of  Doe  Knob 

North  Carolina 

At  Doe  Knob  the  Trail  leaves  crest  oi 
Great  Smokies  and  turns  south  into 
North  Carolina.  From  Doe  Knob  the 
Trail  traverses  west  slope  of  Greer  Knob 
and  passes  through  Birch  Spring  Gap, 
Red  Ridge  Gap,  and  Sassafras  Gap 
From  Sassafras  Gap  the  Trail  follows  a 
jeep  road  south  for  about  0.3  mile  to  a 
point  0.1  mile  .southwest  of  Shuckstack 
where  it  leaves  the  road  and  continues ' 
south  down  the  ridge.  It  then  turns  'east 
and  passes  through  gap  between  Shuck¬ 
stack  and  Little  Shuckstack,  goes  around 
west  side  of  Little  Shuckstack,  and  de¬ 
scends  along  ridge  reaching  road  0.6  mile 
north  of  Fontana  Dam.  The  Trail  follows 
this  road  to  Fontana  Dam  on  Little  Ten¬ 
nessee  River,  where  the  Trail  exits  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  Park.  The 
Trail  crosses  Little  Tennessee  River  on 
walkway  along  top  of  Fontana  Dam  and 
goes  into  the  Nantahala  National  Forest. 
After  following  a  curving  ridge  crest  for 
about  a  mile  the  Trail  exits  Fore.st  Serv¬ 
ice  land,  passes  by  east  side  of  Fontana 
swimming  pool,  immediately  cro.sses  road 
leading  to  Fontana  boat  dock,  turns  east 
along  North  Carolina  Highway  28  to  Be< 
Cove,  turns  .south  and  almost  imme¬ 
diately  leaves  road  and  follows  stream 
southeast.  From  this  point  to  the  Nanta¬ 
hala  River  the  Trail  lies  within  the  pur- 
cha.se  boundary  of  the  Nantahala  Na¬ 
tional  Forest.  The  Trail  reaches  crest  of 
Yellow  Creek  Mountain  at  Black  Gum 
Gap,  continues  east  along  ridge  crest, 
traverses  south  slope  of  High  Top,  pa.sses 
through  Cable  Gap,  traverses  south  slope 
of  Tommy  Knob,  and  continues  to  Yel¬ 
low  Creek  Gap.  From  Yellow  Creek  Gap 
the  Trail  goes  south  to  Cody  Branch 
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and  continues  southeast  to  Cody  Gap.  In 
Cody  Gap  the  Trail  turns  south  and 
crosses  the  crest  of  Cheoah  Mountain, 
continues  along  ridge  crest,  in  a  east- 
southeast  direction,  and  passes  through 
Brown  Fork  Gap,  Sweetwater  Gap,  and 
Stekoah  Gap.  Prom  StekoaVi  Gap  the 
Trail  continues  southeast  through  Simp 
Gap  and  Locust  Cove  Gap  and  crosses 
summit  of  Cheoah  Bald.  From  Cheoah 
Bald  the  Trail  continues  northeast 
through  Sassafras  Gap.  crosses  summit 
of  Swim  Bald,  traverses  “The  Jump-Up,” 
passes  through  Grassy  Gap,  traverses 
south  slope  of  Tyre  I^ob,  follows  the 
crest  of  ridge  running  south  of  Tyre 
Knob  for  about  a  mile,  then  leaves  ridge 
crest  and  goes  east  to  dirt  road  in  gap  in 
Flint  Ridge. 

From  this  gap  the  Trail  descends  south 
into  headwaters  of  Morris  Branch  and, 
in  general,  follows  this  stream  to  the 
Southern  Railway  alongside  the  Nanta- 
hala  River.  Following  the  railroad  tracks 
do\\'nstream  for  0.5  mile  to  Wesser  Sta¬ 
tion,  the  Trail  turns  south  onto  a  dirt 
road  and  crosses  the  Nantahala  River  on 
a  bridge.  From  east  end  of  bridge  across 
Nantahala  River  at  Wesser  Station  the 
Trail  follows  U.S.  Route  19  east  about  1 
mile,  then  follows  gravel  road  south 
along  Wesser  Creek  enters  the  Nanta¬ 
hala  National  Forest,  and  continues  to 
the  summit  of  Wesser  Bald.  Prom  Wes¬ 
ser  Bald  the  Trail  follows  the  crest  of  the 
Nantahala  Mountains  southward  passing 
through  Tellico  Gap  and  traversing  the 
western  spurs  of  Rocky  Bald,  Black  Bald, 
Tellico  Bald,  and  Copper  Bald.  From 
Copper  Bald  the  Trail  traverses  Burn- 
ingtown  Gap,  Licklog  Gap,  and  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  Wayah  Bald.  The  Trail  follows  a 
dirt  road  southwest  from  Wayah  Bald 
then  goes  southward  along  the  east  slop)e 
of  Siler  Bald  continues  southeast  tra¬ 
versing  west  slope  of  Sheep  Knob  before 
turning  south  to  Panther  Gap.  From 
Panther  Gap  the  Trail  traverses  east 
slope  of  Panther  Knob,  continues  south 
to  Swinging  Lick  Gap,  turns  east  to 
Winding  Stair  Gap,  traverses  west  slope 
of  Rocky  Cove  Knob  and  west  shoulder 
of  Buck  Knob,  and  crosses  U.S.  Route  64 
in  Wallace  Gap.  Prom  Wallace  Gap  the 
Trail  follows  White  Oak  Bottoms  Road 
south  to  Rock  Gap,  traverses  west  slope 


of  Little  Bald  Mountain,  goes  tlurough 
Glassmine  Gap,  and  regains  the  main 
ridge  crest  on  north  side  of  Big  Pin¬ 
nacle.  The  Trail  continues  south  through 
Big  Spring  Gap,  crosses  the  summit  of 
Albert  Mountain  onto  Bear  Pen  Gap 
traverses  the  east  side  of  Big  Butt, 
Mooney  Gap,  and  Bettys  Creek  Gap,  and 
continues  along  crest  of  Little  Ridgepole 
Mountain  to  Ridgepole  Mountain  where 
the  Nantahala  Mountains  end.  From 
Ridgepole  Moimtain  the  Trail  continues 
along  the  Blue  Ridge  traversing  Carter 
Gap  turns  w^est  to  Coleman  Gap,  tra¬ 
verses  north  slope  of  Little  Bald  Moun¬ 
tain,  goes  through  Beech  Gap,  turns 
north  to  crest  of  Standing  Indian  range, 
and  traverses  Deep  Gap.  From  Deep  Gap 
the  Trail  goes  west  along  south  end  of 
Yellow  Mountain  to  Wateroak  Gap, 
turns  southwest,  crosses  Chunky  Gal 
Mountain,  passes  through  Whiteoak 
Stamp,  traverses  west  side  of  Big  Kitch¬ 
ens  Knob,  crosses  Little  Mountain,  and 
traverses  Sassafras  Gap.  It  then  goes 
around  shoulder  near  top  of  Court  House 
Bald  and  through  Court  House  Bald 
Gap,  traverses  west  side  of  Sharp  Top, 
and  continues  to  Bly  Gap  on  the  North 
Carolina-Georgia  Line,  where  the  Trail 
exits  the  Nantahala  National  Forest. 

Georgia 

The  Appalachian  Trail  enters  Georgia 
and  the  Chattahoochee  National  Forest 
at  Bly  Gap  and  runs  generally  south 
passing  to  the  east  of  Rich  Knob,  over 
Rocky  Knob,  Wheeler  Knob,  through 
Blue  Ridge  Gap,  Plum  Orchard  Gap,  and 
Cowart  Gap.  Crosses  U.S.  Route  76  and 
Dicks  Creek  east  of  Dicks  Creek  Gap,, 
continues  on  through  Parks  Gap  and 
crosses  York  Ridge  at  Mule  Mountain. 
Crosses  Moccasin  Creek  and  climbs 
Bramlet  Ridge  at  Hellhole  Moimtain 
then  runs  west  along  the  crest  of  Bram¬ 
let  Ridge  to  Dismal  Mountain.  From 
Dismal  Mountain  the  Trail  swings  in  a 
southwesterly  arc  traversing  the  swag  of 
the  Blueridge,  Steeltrap  Gap,  Wolfpen 
Gap,  and  over  the  top  of  Tray  Mountain. 
Through  Tray  Gap  where  it  crosses  For¬ 
est  Service  Road  79,  continues  on  to  In¬ 
dian  Grave  Gap,  crosses  Forest  Service 
Road  283,  ascends  Rocky  Mountain 


where  it  runs  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
and  then  drops  down  to  Unicoi  Gap  and 
Georgia  Highway  75.  Ascending  Blue 
Mountain  the  Trail  continues  through 
Henson  Gap  to  Red  Clay  Gap  where  it 
again  changes  to  a  southerly  couree, 
crosses  the  headwaters  of  the  Chatta¬ 
hoochee  River,  and  follows  generally  the 
course  of  the  river  to  Low  Gap  Creek 
where  it  leaves  the  river  and  ascends  to 
the  summit  of  Poe  Knob  and  there 
changes  to  a  southwesterly  course.  It 
passes  through  Cool  Springs  Gap,  crosses 
Richard  B.  Russell  Scenic  Highway 
(Georgia  Highway  348)  near  Piney 
Mountain,  pa.sses  Raven  Cliffs  and  to  the 
south  of  Wildcat  Mountain,  descends  into 
the  deep  gorge  of  Town  Creek,  ascends 
and  crosses  Bid  Ridge  at  the  south  end 
of  Cowrock  Mountain,  goes  over  Turkey- 
pen  Mountain  and  Levelland  Mountain 
and  crosses  U.S.  Routes  19  and  129  in 
the  vicinity  of  Neels  Gap. 

From  Neels  Gap  it  is  2  miles  by  the 
Trail  to  the  top  of  Blue  Mountain,  high¬ 
est  elevation  on  the  Georgia  section  of 
the  Trail.  At  the  top  of  Blood  Mountain 
the  Trail  assumes  a  northwesterly  di¬ 
rection  to  follow  Duncan  Ridge,  cross¬ 
ing  Slaughter  Mountain  and  through 
Wolfpen  Gap  where  it  crosses  Georgia 
Highway  180,  and  goes  over  Wildcat 
Knob  and  Coosa  Bald.  Then  in  westerly 
direction  it  goes  over  Buckeye  Knob, 
Wildcat  Knob  to  Mulky  Gap  where  it 
crosses  Forest  Service  Road  4  and  con¬ 
tinues  west  crossing  Akin  Mountain,  Fish 
Knob,  Gregory  Knob,  and  Rhodes  Moun¬ 
tain.  At  this  point  the  Trail  again  as¬ 
sumes  a  southerly  course  over  Licklog 
Moimtain,  Wallalah  Mountain  and 
crosses  Georgia  Highway  60  at  Li.ttle 
Skeenah  Creek.  Following  the  crest  of 
Toonowee  Mountain,  it  crosses  the  Toc- 
coa  River  and  passes  through  Sapling 
Gap,  goes  over  John  Dick  Mountain  and 
on  to  Three  Forks  and  Forest  Service 
Road  58  where  three  streams  join  to  form 
Noontootla  Creek.  Here  the  Trail  crosses 
the  stream  and  Forest  Service  Road  58, 
then  ascends  Rich  Mountain,  follows  the 
length  of  the  ridge,  drops  down  to  cross 
Forest  Service  Road  42,  and  ascends  to 
the  summit  of  Springer  Mountain  south¬ 
ern  termUius  of  the  Appalachian  Trail, 
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